64                 Life and Worship,

Professional singers sing songs in praise of the deity
whose worship is being celebrated, or of others;
frequently they are of a lascivious kind. Generally
there is a Nautch, when professional dancers, sometimes
without, sometimes with, immoral gestures, entertain
the guests. Sometimes there are Jatras, or theatrical
representations of mythological scenes. In these home
services, as in the temples, the people have no part in
the worship proper; this is done by the officiating
priests, with only a few onlookers, who are not sup-
posed to have any connection with this part of the
ceremonial.

On the day following, the farewell of the deity is
taken. Before her supposed departure, the priest
thanks her for the favour she has bestowed in coming,
and after asking her to regard with special favour the
family whose guest she has been, an invitation is given
to return the next year. After this, the image that
for a time was regarded as sacred is considered so
no longer. Any one may touch it now. At sunset
it is carried to the river bank, preceded by a band of
music. As darkness comes on torches are lighted.
With band playing, women dancing, men shouting, and
torches burning, a weird procession is formed. At the
water's edge it is placed on a couple of boats lashed
together, which are rowed into the middle of the stream,
the lashing is cut, the image falls into the water, and the
ceremony is complete.

In the course of the year, a considerable number of
days are sacred to one or other of the gods, and although
a Hindu has his chosen deity whom he specially worships,
he is bound to some extent to recognize the rest. A
few are content with the worship of one only; but I
have known men who, in their private worship, are